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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, AG, MO 

SUBJECT: ARAB LEAGUE SYG TO MEDIATE ON SAHARA 

1 . SINCE SAHARA PROBLEM FIRST AROSE, ARAB LEAGUE SYG MAHMUD 
RIAD HAS RESISTED ANY DIRECT ARAB LEAGUE EFFORTS TO MEDIATE. 

WE HAVE REPORTED PREVIOUSLY THAT AL SECRETARIAT HAD FOR MONTHS 
URGED HIM TO USE HIS GOOD OFFICES FIRST WITH SPAIN AND MORE 
RECENTLY WITH ARAB DISPUTANTS. RIAD'S VIEW HAS BEEN, HOWEVER, 
THAT SINCE HE BELIEVED ANY EFFORTS ON HIS PART WOULD BE FORE- 
DOOMED TO FAILURE, HE SHOULD NOT RISK PRESTIGE OF HIS OFFICE. 

(THIS INCIDENTALLY WAS REASON HE GAVE TO HIS STAFF FOR STAYING 
OUT OF LEBANESE CONFLICT FOR SO MANY WEEKS.) RIAD'S MOST RECENT 
SPECIFIC REFUSAL TO BECOME SAHARA MEDIATOR WAS HIS TURN-DOWN OF 
OAU SYG'S SUGGESTION THAT THEY TRAVEL TO MAGHRIB TOGETHER 
(CAIRO 1456). 

2. RIAD HAS NOW CHANGED HIS MIND AND WILL LEAVE FOR 
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PRESS, HE HAS INFORMED HASSAN, BOUMEDIENNE AND OULD DADA 
THAT HE IS READY TO TAKE WHATEVER ACTION THEY WISH TO 
SETTLE DISPUTE AND HAS URGED THEM TO ENGAGE IN DIALOGUE, 

NOT FIGHTING. ARAB LEAGUE SECRETARIAT HAS SENT COPIES 
OF THIS MESSAGE TO ALL MEMBER GOVERNMENTS URGING THEIR 
COOPERATION IN SYG'S EFFORTS TO AVOID FIGHTING BETWEEN THEIR 
MAGHRIB BROTHERS. 
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